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PRESS RELEASE  

 

CNS drug targeting technology 2B-Trans™ to be part of Dutch Technology 

Foundation grant at the Universities of Amsterdam a nd Leiden  

 

Leiden, The Netherlands – March 21, 2007 -    The Dutch biotechnology company     

to-BBB announced today that its central nervous system (CNS) drug targeting 

technology, 2B-Trans™, will be part of a Dutch Technology Foundation STW grant 

project at the Universities of Amsterdam and Leiden. This grant will support the 

preclinical research project “Advanced treatment of HIV infections” conducted by the 

Department of Human Retrovirology headed by professor Dr B. Berkhout from the 

Academic Medical Center (AMC) of the University of Amsterdam and the Blood-Brain 

Barrier Research Group headed by Dr A.G. de Boer from the Leiden/Amsterdam 

Center for Drug Research (LACDR) at Leiden University. The €500,000 project will 

commence in May 2007 and is planned for three years.  

 

About the 2B-Trans™ technology in HIV / AIDS 

New HIV / AIDS therapies need to be developed, because ultimately the success of 

highly active anti-retroviral therapy (HAART) is limited. This is due to drug resistance 

and poor penetration of the anti-HIV-drugs in sanctuary sites (e.g. CNS and testes) and 

cellular reservoirs (e.g. T-lymphocytes, monocytes, macrophages). Small interfering 

RNA (siRNA) is potentially such a new promising therapy. However, since siRNA's are 

hydrophilic biopharmaceuticals that do not easily pass cellular membranes and tissue 

barriers, specific delivery systems are needed to transfer these compounds to the site 

of action. To that end, to-BBB developed the unique CNS drug targeting solution      

2B-Trans™ that delivers biopharmaceutical drugs into the CNS (and also to the other 

cellular reservoirs) after an intravenous injection, without disruption of the 
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neuroprotective blood-brain barrier. The proprietary 2B-Trans™ technology uses a well 

characterized and effective transport system with a specific carrier protein that has an 

excellent proven safety profile in humans. 

 

About to-BBB technologies BV 

to-BBB, founded in 2003, is a spin-off company from LACDR’s renowned Blood-Brain 

Barrier Research Group at Leiden University in The Netherlands. to-BBB is located at 

the Bio-Science Park in Leiden.  

to-BBB has recently announced the initiation of the (pre)clinical development of their 

lead product 2B3-101, a currently marketed broad-spectrum antiviral agent (small 

molecule) in acute encephalitis, applying the 2B-Trans™ technology in the formulation. 

Phase 2a clinical trials in Japanese Encephalitis are scheduled for 2009-Q2 in Asia. 

For additional information about the company, please visit www.toBBB.com. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Alfred N. Nijkerk, PharmD, CBO 

Tel:  +31 6 55128387 

Fax:  +31 84 8709728 

E-mail: Nijkerk@toBBB.com  

Website: www.toBBB.com 

 


